Epistle from the Quaker Council of European Affairs General Assembly
held on Friday the 14th and Saturday, the 15th of November 2025.

Greetings to Friends everywhere!

Friends from 14 of the 17 member organisations of QCEA — Yearly Meetings
from Belgium and Luxemburg, Britain, Central Europe, France, Germany,
Ireland, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, France, and the Netherlands, plus the
European and Middle East Section of Friends World Committee for
Consultation, Europe and Middle East Young Friends, British Friends of
QCEA, and the Dutch support group VVQREA — were joined by staff and the
newly-appointed Friend in Residence at Maison Quaker for their second
meeting of 2025. We felt privileged to spend time together in this beautiful
building in the heart of Brussels.

We heard from the Anti-Racism and Anti-Oppressive Behaviour Group which
had met several times online since our last meeting in March. We decided to
rename it the Diversity and Inclusion Group, which better reflects our
aspirations for the membership of the General Assembly and our staff. We
want all European friends to feel enabled regardless of physical limitations
language skills or background to become members of the general assembly
and the Executive Committee of QCEA.

Since our last meeting, we have appointed a Friend in Residence: Janice
Thomson, who now lives in Quaker House. Janice reported to the General
Assembly about her experiences of her first four months, during which she
has been supporting staff and investigating how the usage of Quaker house
by outside groups may be increased. She invited the general assembly to
consider exciting opportunities as to how Quaker House may become a
thriving Quaker centre for the international community based in Brussels and
led an inspiring exercise in mindful reflection for those present and online.

On Saturday morning we heard from staff about their recent work. Changes in
the personnel of the European Commission and Parliament have meant that
QCEA staff have to rebuild relationships with new individuals in the
Commission and new Members of the European Parliament which is much
more rightward leaning than previously.

We heard that as part of the renewed focus on conscientious objection, good
connections had been made with the European External Action Service in
relation to their work with the Ukrainian government to enable its application
for EU membership. This was a topic that really engaged Friends.

We continued with consideration of the QCEA strategy 2026 to 2030. The
three pillars of the strategy are the Intersections of Climate Migration and
peace, rethinking security, and speaking truth to power in the crisis of
democracy. We split up into three groups World Café Format, and each group
commented on each pillar. In addition, an online group provided valuable
commentary. Some very helpful amendments were received from GA
members who were pleased to support the three pillars approach



recommended by the Strategy Group. We plan that a revised draft will be
ready before the end of the year which can be distributed more widely. We
asked Friends to bring home the idea of the three pillars and share it with their
member organisations. We felt energised by being able to look forward at
ways of tackling the many challenges that we all face at this time of
uncertainty.

We ask Friends to spread the word about our work amongst their
communities and to give whatever support they are able to the activities of our
Yearly Meeting Representatives as they bring back more news of this meeting
to you.

We approve the epistle and thank the Friends who prepared it.
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