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The Right to Conscientious Objection in Europe:
A Review of the Current Situation

Country Report: HUNGARY

Conscription

In February 2003, the Hungarian government announced that it would end conscription by
August 2005. During the last years of conscription, some categories were no longer called up
for military service (men over 23, married men and men having children).

The transformation process into professional armed forces went faster than initially
anticipated. The last 2,000 conscripts were discharged from military service in November 2004.
Since December 2004 the armed forces consist of professional soldiers only."

Conscription is in fact suspended. In November 2004, the Hungarian Parliament accepted the
modification of the Constitution and the Defence Law. Accordingly, conscription is suspended
during peacetime, but it may be reintroduced in case of emergency or during wartime.?

Conscientious objection

The right to conscientious objection was legally recognized in 1989, following a liberal revolt in
the Communist Party. Since 1993, CO applications were no longer individually examined and
personal interviews no longer took place. Since then, the number of CO applications increased
significantly from 500 to approx. 5,000 applications per year.

There are no legal provisions for conscientious objection for professional soldiers.>

When conscription applied, the Law on Civilian Service allowed for CO applications to be made
by serving conscripts, but only until the military oath was taken (after performance of three
weeks’ military service). This provision practically excludes professional soldiers from claiming
the right to conscientious objection.*
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