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Say no to TTIP! 

Right now in Europe, away from public scrutiny, 
trade deals are being negotiated that risk trading 
away many of the things necessary for the 
wellbeing of the Earth and our common good.  
 
The Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) prioritises short-term economic 
gains over climate policy, the need to promote 
economic inequality, protect human health and 
safeguard our democracies. The deal also lacks 
transparency and prioritises the protection of 
private investment over public interest. TTIP is 
just one element of a web of major trade deals 
being pursued by the EU and US and is a 
manifestation of major problems within the global 
trade system.  
 
Quaker Peace & Social Witness (QPSW) and the 
Quaker Council for European Affairs (QCEA) are 
calling for TTIP to be rejected.  
 
For more detailed information about our position 

on TTIP see our ‘briefing for Friends’, and shared 

Quaker statement on TTIP and free trade 

agreements, ‘Trade for wellbeing, not just for 

profit’.  Both available at: www.qcea.org/trade and 

www.quaker.org.uk/trade  

Trade deals take a long time to be negotiated and 

it’s important that we keep them in the public eye. 

The 14th round of negotiations on TTIP will 

take place in Brussels in July. Let’s put on the 

pressure ahead of these! 

Take action 

Write to your national representative 

Let your parliamentarian know that you reject 

TTIP and ask them to do the same. Include a 

copy of the Quaker statement on TTIP, ‘Trade for  

 

wellbeing, not just for profit’ with your letter. You 

could say: 

 That you don’t think TTIP is the right basis for 

future trade deals.  

 

 That Quakers have serious concerns about 

TTIP, which you do not believe have been 

addressed in negotiations.  

 The proposed Investor State Dispute 

Mechanism (ISDS)/ Investment Court System 

(ICS) is fundamentally undemocratic and 

gives companies too much power over 

governments.  

 As TTIP will have such a great impact on 

people in your country it is vital that national 

parliaments have meaningful opportunities to 

scrutinise the deal. Representatives should be 

able to read the negotiating texts as talks 

proceed, and should have the opportunity to 

approve or reject the final agreement, before it 

can be ratified. 

Write to your Minister for Trade (or similar) 

asking: 

 That the government sets up reading rooms 

so that national representatives can read the 

consolidated TTIP negotiating texts, which 

they cannot currently see. 
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 For your country to support calls for TTIP to 

be classified by the EU as a “mixed deal” so 

that national parliamentarians have the 

opportunity to approve or reject the final 

agreement, before it can be ratified. 

 

 For the government to ensure that there is a 

reasonable timeframe and sufficient 

opportunities for parliamentarians and the 

public to engage with the TTIP ratification 

process.  

 

TTIP Free Zones: Call on your local 

government to vote against TTIP 

TTIP could affect local democracy, limiting local 

authorities’ ability to make decisions. You and 

your meeting could call on your local government 

to pass a motion which is critical of TTIP. 

Find further information, including details of 

existing TTIP free zones and campaigns, and 

how to take action: www.ttip-free-zones.eu/ 

Read about how one Friend has already taken 

this action: www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/our-

stories/raising-concerns-around-ttip 

 

Contact your MEP about TTIP and 

CETA 

Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) 

have to approve TTIP before it can come into 

force so it’s important to let your MEP know your 

concerns about TTIP too.  

However, before MEPs have the opportunity to 

vote on TTIP, they will be deciding whether to 

approve the Comprehensive Economic and Trade 

Agreement (CETA) - a similar trade deal between 

the EU and Canada. It would be useful to use 

your letter to also raise concerns about CETA. 

Ask your MEP to vote against CETA when it 

reaches the European Parliament later this year.  

To find out who your MEP is and how to contact 

them: www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/map.html 

 

 

Gather with other TTIP activists 

Watch out for action days this autumn. Sign up to 

the Earth and Economy and Around Europe 

newsletters to stay up-to-date. 

Earth and Economy: 

www.quaker.org.uk/resources/newsletters/earth-

economy 

Around Europe: www.qcea.org/home/around-

europe/  

Produced in May 2016 by the Quaker Council 

for European Affairs and Quaker Peace & 

Social Witness.  For more information or 

additional copies, contact alane@qcea.org  

+32 (0)2 230 4935 

A large print edition is also available; please 

call +32 (0)2 230 4935. 

CETA: TTIP’s sister agreement 

TTIP is just one part of a web of major trade 

deals being pursued by the EU and US.  The 

Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (CETA) 

is a free trade agreement which has recently 

been negotiated between the EU and the US.   

CETA is very similar to TTIP, with both deals 

set to include the Investment Court System 

(ICS) to which the Quaker Council for 

European Affairs and Quaker Peace & Social 

Witness are fundamentally opposed. 

CETA is closer to final agreement than TTIP 

and is likely to be ratified in the autumn of 

2016. However because the European 

Parliament has yet to approve CETA it is still 

possible to stop it. 

Like the proposed ICS in TTIP, ICS in CETA 

would give companies the right to sue 

governments and could make it harder for 

governments to introduce new regulations 

to protect the environment, public health, 

consumer safety and more. 

If we don’t stop ICS in CETA, then whatever 

happens to TTIP, companies in the EU and 

Canada will be able to sue governments 

through this new court system. 
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