
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Report 2008 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Quaker Council for European Affairs 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the staff excursion to Ypres - September 2008: we were 

impressed by the fact that some wording on the headstones in 

the Commonwealth cemeteries was uncensored. This is 

exemplified by the text on this headstone: 

SACRIFICED TO THE FALLACY THAT WAR CAN END WAR 



QCEA Annual Report 2008   

 

1 

QCEA Annual Report 2008 

Introduction by the Clerk 

I was appointed as Clerk at the Council's spring meeting of 2008, following Bert Touwen's premature 

resignation. I must begin my report by recording my admiration for Bert's balanced and considered 

approach to his duties. I served under Bert's clerkship, and that of several of his predecessors, as 

Treasurer of QCEA, an organization which I have known for some 25 years, and I was therefore 

aware of the role and responsibilities of the Clerk, especially as I had once or twice replaced Bert 

recently when poor health kept him away from meetings. It was therefore with a sense of 

trepidation that I took on the office. I was helped by the constant and devoted support of the 

outgoing Assistant Clerk, Judith Kirton-Darling. She will be greatly missed, especially by me, and I 

think QCEA owes both her and Bert Touwen enormous gratitude. 

 

The past year was very positive for QCEA. I do not intend to repeat the list of achievements that the 

Joint Representatives enumerate in this report. I would however single out the appointment of a 

policy officer to tackle the question of sustainable energy security, which has a bearing on all three 

of QCEA's principal concerns, and the linked, highly productive conference held in December, as 

developments in 2008 which will continue to have a major impact on QCEA's future work. Our 

programme assistant Sara Erlandsson worked very hard to ensure the success of the conference, 

which ran very smoothly. I am always impressed by the way in which our PAs learn and then 

immediately use new skills so effectively in such a short time. Because I took a personal interest in 

its completion, I would also mention the publication of Calum Shaw's study of some problems of the 

western Balkans, which was the fruit of considerable work by himself and by Lucas Guttenberg, as 

an event of great significance and a major contribution to a crucial debate. It was gratifying to see 

our PAs meeting the tough deadline that their departure in early January forces upon them. 

 

One thing that the Representatives cannot write in their report is just how much QCEA owes to their 

dedication, availability, intelligence and hard work. It is therefore my role as Clerk to tell readers 

how fortunate QCEA is to have appointed and reappointed two such capable and highly motivated 

people to manage its affairs. Their relations with politicians and officials, their participation in 

other organizations and networks, their research and analysis, their supervision of the staff, their 

financial management and many other activities bear witness to their determination to give of their 

best in promoting Quaker values at European level. 

 

If QCEA is able to function effectively, it is not only because of its staff but also because of the 

input from Friends throughout Europe. There is first the indispensable financial support from Quaker 

trusts, yearly, monthly and even local meetings, as well as from individual Friends. The two national 

support bodies, in Britain and the Netherlands, play a vital part in financing QCEA, but more than 

that, they also mobilize Quakers to play an active part in sustaining our activities in other ways. 

Last but not least, I would like to mention the members of the Council. From my long acquaintance 

with QCEA I know how the degree of participation and involvement by Council members both in 

Council meetings and in the activities of QCEA between meetings has increased over recent years, 

and this must bring QCEA closer to the many Friends across Europe who are both an audience to be 

targeted and a source of ideas and inspiration. The level of commitment to reaching the right 

conclusions was well illustrated by the intensity of the discussion, over two Council meetings, about 

sending a QCEA delegation to Israel and Palestine in 2009. When this visit takes place, it will mark a 

new and even more active engagement by Council members, several of whom will take part, in 

QCEA's work. Such innovations show that QCEA is still a dynamic and evolving organization. I shall do 

my best to foster this continuing process in my capacity as Clerk. 

Richard Condon, Clerk 
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QCEA in 2008 - Representatives’ Report 

Programme Activities 

2008 has been another busy and fruitful year for QCEA. It is always difficult to encapsulate a whole 

year’s work in a few short pages, so we want to focus on highlights in this report. 

Building Sustainable Energy Security 

After a good 12 months of preparation, we embarked on the active phase of this project. The 

purpose of the project is to highlight the connections between energy security, climate change, 

energy demand and conflict, to engage with the EU policy development in this area (which is as yet 

relatively new) and to network with Friends and others to move forward in the development of 

ideas, lifestyle changes and policy messages which will assist the developed world to contribute to 

solutions in the spirit of global restorative justice. 

 

Part of the preparation included a one-day conference in Leicester, UK, in February; this was 

organised by the QCEA British Committee and attracted nearly 100 Friends and others, many of 

whom had no prior involvement with QCEA. We are clearly tapping into an important area of Quaker 

thinking and engagement. 

 

We were able to recruit Neil Endicott to take the lead on this project as our Policy Officer; he 

joined us from the offices of UK MP John Hemming where he worked principally to organise and 

support the all-Party group on Peak Oil.  

 

We engaged in discussions in several Yearly Meetings on this issue, including Netherlands Yearly 

Meeting, the open meeting of the German Yearly Meeting Peace Committee in June, Norway Yearly 

Meeting also in June, a number of events at which Neil spoke with Friends in the UK during National 

Quaker week, and through ongoing discussion with the UK-based Living Witness Project. 

 

December saw our conference on the 

theme ‘Not privation but appropriate 

living’ which we co-organised with QPSW in 

Britain.  

 

The conference provided space for thinking 

about the many interwoven issues which 

feed into this theme and to develop both a 

message of hope and a call to action along 

with a long list of action points to be 

followed up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One group explored the theme through working with 

clay and reflection in small groups 
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This project, which is funded from a designated fund left to QCEA for research work, will continue 

to be a major building block in our portfolio for some time. As a result, we have created a Project 

Advisory Group with representation from a number of Yearly Meetings to guide the work we will be 

doing. 

Economic Justice 

It becomes ever more difficult to identify our projects as belonging into one or another of the three 

core themes of Economic Justice, Human Rights, and Peace. The areas of work during 2008 which 

most closely fit the Economic Justice theme related to conflict sensitivity, and looked at how the 

European Union spends some of its money. 

Mainstreaming Conflict Prevention in Development Assistance 

As in 2007, this was one of the major focal areas in the work of one of our Programme Assistants. 

You will read in her report more about that. 2008 saw the concluding editing work and publication 

of the first report on Mainstreaming Conflict Prevention in Development Assistance in African, 

Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries together with six country case studies. This phase of the 

project looked primarily at development assistance directly aimed at conflict issues. Also during 

2008, we did a great deal of research to identify whether conflict sensitivity is a factor in deciding 

on and implementing more standard infrastructure and budget support development assistance; the 

report on this will be published in early 2009.  

 

Whilst the first report found that the European Union is doing much to respond to conflicts in third 

countries but is not very good at publishing what it does in an easily accessible and transparent 

form, the second study shows that conflict sensitivity is not a key issue in the more standard 

development assistance programmes despite commitments of the European Union to this effect in 

2000 (Cotonou Agreement) and 2001 (Göteborg Programme). Our report will highlight this and make 

recommendations to rectify this situation. 

Conflict Sensitivity and the European Investment Bank 

QCEA has had some degree of dialogue with the European Investment Bank (EIB) for some years; 

some of this dialogue is direct, and some mediated through the European Peacebuilding Liaison 

Office (EPLO). During 2008, this gave us the opportunity to engage in a public consultation on the 

EIB Statement on Social and Environmental Standards which were under review during this period 

and which will be published in their revised form in 2009 by the Bank. As a direct result of our input 

into this consultation, the statement now has direct reference to conflict sensitivity. Beyond this, 

the Bank has agreed to include a section on how to implement conflict sensitivity in project 

assessment in its handbook and has asked EPLO to assist in formulating this section. 

Human Rights 

Criminal Justice 

Our work on women in prison and their children progressed slowly but steadily during 2008. QCEA is 

now accepted (along with QUNO Geneva) as an expert resource on this theme. This remains a key 

focus for Liz Scurfield. 
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The European Parliament passed a report and a set of recommendations on the subject of women in 

prison in March 2008; much of the content of this was based on our research and is broadly in line 

with our recommendations.  

 

A similar report to be accepted by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe took rather 

longer, impeded in part by the rapporteur’s other priorities within her own country’s parliament, 

and in part by emergency debates on the Georgia/Russia war in August 2008. We were hopeful that 

it would be adopted in January 2009 and that we would be able to move forward with advocacy 

work on the basis of this. Unfortunately the report was postponed again in the Parliamentary 

Assembly (partly due to the fact that there was a discussion in the context of Holocaust day about 

historical monuments) and it appears that it might now be discussed at the Parliamentary Assembly 

in April 2009 instead. We are monitoring progress. 

 

The issue of women in prison has now also been taken up by the World Health Organisation (WHO) – 

Europe and we were able to contribute to a declaration published by them and present a paper at a 

WHO Europe conference in Kiev in November. 

 

The work on Alternatives to Custody which arose from the work on women in prison took a back seat 

in 2008 but we continued to pursue responses to our extensive questionnaires to the member states 

of the Council of Europe. We will be giving this renewed priority in 2009 and hope to publish a 

report by June or July.  

Conscientious Objection 

Following on from our review of the situation for conscientious objectors in the member states of 

the Council of Europe published in 2005, we undertook a further review to update the information 

available for those countries where legislation has changed in the last four years. This was published 

in the summer of 2008.  

Human Rights and Democracy Network (HRDN) 

Liz has continued her role as part of the leadership team of this network. This has allowed QCEA to 

have a higher profile in the network and beyond. Liz was one of the representatives of the network 

on the Board of the Civil Society Contact Group – the cross-cutting network of NGO networks. Here, 

she was able to ensure that the HRDN and QCEA agendas were adequately reflected and that HRDN 

was well-represented in working groups. Much of the focus of this was on the NGO position on the 

European Commission’s initiative to make lobbyists more accountable – with the NGO community 

taking a very transparent and critical position of the European Commission’s approach. 
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Peace 

European Union Civilian Capabilities and Resources 

Martina continues to work hard on this issue. 

She has been chairing the EPLO working group 

on this subject and was able to arrange a first 

face to face meeting of the group. The group 

took the opportunity to review its strategic 

focus which has led to a subdivision of the group 

into three sub-groups, each focusing on one of 

the key aspects of its work: 

√ The Presidencies  

√ Civilian Crisis Management  

√ Institutional reforms in the Common Foreign 

and Security Policy area of the EU. 

 

During the year, the working group produced three papers which were published by EPLO, focusing 

on the Lisbon Treaty (this was more a critical analysis of the Treaty from the perspective of 

peacebuilders), the European External Action Service (a statement of expectations from NGOs of 

this service when it is established – jointly with HRDN, Voice (the Humanitarian NGO platform) and 

CONCORD (the Development NGO platform), and the European Security Strategy. This latter paper 

was intended to be an input into this review undertaken by the Member States; as it turned out, the 

paper was well received by many of the decision-makers but had limited impact on what ended up 

being a very weak review. A future priority will be to develop an alternative approach to security. 

European Union Enlargement in the Western Balkans – the implications for 
peace and peacebuilders 

This was one of the major focus areas for two of our Programme Assistants; Lucas Guttenberg 

studied the role of the Common Foreign and Security Policy and the EU missions in the region; 

Calum Shaw focused on the role of the European Commission in the region and the implementation 

of the Enlargement Policy. Our approach was to investigate who and whether the Enlargement 

process was helping peacebuilding and peacebuilders in the region. A report is due to be published 

in early 2009 which will highlight a large number of recommendations for all the actors. Elsewhere 

in this report, you will read about Calum’s five-week trip to the region. 

European Developments 

2008 has been an important year for the European Union. The Lisbon Treaty went through its various 

stages of ratification and foundered, anyway for now, at the hurdle of the Irish referendum; the EU 

launched a public consultation on the EU Budget; the EIB had a consultation on social and 

environmental standards; all these developments found their way into the QCEA work programme. 

Some we have referred to above. The EU Budget review may be an exception as it does not easily fit 

into other work priorities. However, QCEA has followed, documented, and commented on 

institutional developments in the EU for many years and how  the EU’s money is generated, how 

much of it there is or should be, and how it is spent are clearly important developments.  

 

We provided a contribution to the public consultation – one of only 350 or so; we participated in the 

formulation of the contribution from the Civil Society Contact Group; we provided input into a video  
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presentation on the consultation produced by the European Commission; and we participated in a 

major conference (which was significant in terms of the number of people participating and the 

money spent on it, rather than in terms of the immediate outcomes) and we continue to be in 

dialogue with the relevant personnel in the European Commission. 

Ongoing Advocacy 

An element of our work that remains difficult is maintaining the momentum of advocacy on areas on 

which Programme Assistants have worked. When they leave, a lot of the detailed knowledge and the 

passion for the subject leave with them. Incoming Programme Assistants have to develop their own 

areas of work and the Representatives have only so much capacity for advocacy on a limited number 

of subjects. 2009 will see a major attempt to streamline this and to ensure that advocacy messages 

are kept alive and used. 

Engaging with Friends in Europe and Beyond 

We are the voice of Quakers at the European political level. We therefore need continuing 

engagement with Friends in Europe and beyond to ensure that we undertake this role effectively 

and truthfully. It is important for us to ensure that we hear what the concerns of Friends are in 

relation to European politics so that we can reflect this where possible in our programme work and 

in our policy positions. We see as part of our role to ensure that Friends can engage with European 

politics on the basis of good, up-to-date and clear information. Whilst QCEA is not the only source of 

such information, we are the only Quaker source of such information and we take that role 

seriously. We need the support of Friends: both in terms of the moral support of knowing that 

Friends know what we do, support what we do, and hold us and our work in the light; and it would 

be disingenuous to deny our need for ongoing financial support. 

 

As a result, our interaction with Friends is important and should be reflected here. The following 

were particular highlights in 2008. 

Attendance at Yearly Meetings 

• Netherlands Yearly Meeting (Liz Scurfield) 

• Britain Yearly Meeting (Liz Scurfield and Martina Weitsch) 

• Sweden Yearly Meeting (Sara Erlandsson) 

• Norway Yearly Meeting (Liz Scurfield) 

• German Yearly Meeting (Liz Scurfield and Martina Weitsch) 

Attendance at other Quaker and Quaker-related Events 

• British Committee Conference on Sustainable Energy Security (Liz Scurfield and Martina 

Weitsch) 

• EMES Annual Meeting (Liz Scurfield and Martina Weitsch for QCEA; Calum Shaw for EMEYF) 

• German Yearly Meeting Peace Committee – Open Meeting (Martina Weitsch) 

• Surrey and Sussex Regional Meeting – Sara Erlandsson 

• Living Witness Project Link Group – October – Neil Endicott 

• Westminster Quaker Meeting – National Quaker Week event – Neil Endicott 

• Durham Quaker Meeting – National Quaker Week event – Neil Endicott 

• Newcastle Quaker Meeting – National Quaker Week event – Neil Endicott 

• Hexham Quaker Meeting – National Quaker Week event – Neil Endicott 
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• EMEYF Annual Meeting (Calum Shaw) 

• EMES Peace and Service Consultation (Liz Scurfield and Martina Weitsch) – see photo p. 18 

Information Work with Friends 

Study Tour 

As every year, we ran a most successful Study Tour in 2008 (this time in April with a field trip to 

Luxembourg). This provides us with the opportunity to give a small group of Friends and others an 

in-depth insight into the European Institutions and into our work. This time, for the first time, the 

Initiative for Peacebuilding, a European Commission funded project led by International Alert (an  

EPLO Member Organisation), in which EPLO is a partner, sent four representatives from Eastern 

European NGOs as participants to our Study Tour. This meant we had a more diverse group and led 

to some good exchanges. 2008 was also the first year when we had a participant from Brummana 

High School, the Quaker School in the Lebanon. 

Around Europe 

Around Europe continues to appear ten times a year and we value the feedback we receive from 

subscribers and readers. In March 2008 we published our 300th edition; we celebrated this by 

commissioning articles from former Representatives and the resulting 8-page special edition showed 

both the continuity of the work over nearly thirty years and the breadth of issues which QCEA has 

tackled. 

 

We are also grateful to our German Support Group who translate Around Europe into German each 

month (which appears on the website). We were able to produce two special editions of 

compilations of articles from the German Around Europe for the German YM Peace Committee 

meeting in June and for German YM in November. We thank you all. 

Quaker House, Brussels 

The listing of the house in 2006 as a historic monument continues to occupy both Xavier Verhaeghe 

and Liz Scurfield in the ongoing preparations of a proposal to the regional authorities for a 

programme of internal refurbishment work which will deal with the deteriorating decorations and at 

the same time bring back some of the original features such as period wallpaper.  

 

2008 saw the submission of the first of two planning applications to the regional authorities to allow 

us to obtain permission to do the necessary work. This was the culmination of nearly three years of 

painstaking preparation which took up a good deal of time. We hope to have the second application 

ready to submit in early 2009 and we hope, too, that some initial work might commence in 2009. 

 

Despite the work on preparing the renovations and the studies which leave some spaces a little less 

tidy than we would wish, Quaker House continues to provide accommodation for a myriad of groups 

who use our meeting rooms and for many Friends and friends who visit Brussels and stay in our guest 

rooms. This activity supports the cost of the renovation works and thus ensures that funds provided 

for our representatives and political work is not used for the house. We look forward to welcoming 

many of you in 2009 to Quaker House Brussels. 

 

Liz Scurfield and Martina Weitsch 

Joint Representatives 
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Programme Assistants’ Concluding Reports 

I am very grateful that I have had the opportunity to be part of the QCEA team for one year! As a 

conscientious objector in Germany, it is very unlikely that you will have the opportunity to work for 

a political organisation. The normal working area is in the social sector, namely hospitals or nursing 

homes. And normally the alternative service is accomplished in Germany. So I was very lucky to get 

a place that was abroad and in the political sector. 

 

I worked on three completely different areas of QCEA’s work: I worked on the structures of the 

European Parliament, I updated our report on Conscientious Objection in Europe, and I kicked off 

together with Calum our project on the EU enlargement policy in the Western Balkans. Besides 

these working areas, I was responsible for the layout and the publishing of Around Europe and for 

the maintenance of the website. 

 

We tried to get a better knowledge of the working structures of the European Parliament in order to 

make our advocacy work more efficient. The research in this area has given me a very interesting 

insight into the work of the world’s only multinational parliament and the results have made it 

easier for the organisation to address the Parliament. 

 

The work on conscientious objection was particularly interesting since I am directly concerned as I 

am a conscientious objector myself. The fact that in a number of civilised European countries, even 

in EU Member States, conscientious objectors are still discriminated against, shocked me. 

Unfortunately, there has not been much progress since QCEA published its first report in 2005. 

Especially in Turkey, but also in Lithuania, Greece, Cyprus, Russia and the Caucasus states, the 

human right of conscientious objection is not recognised or only in an extremely limited way. Very 

often the alternative service has a punitive character. This has shown me how happy I can be to 

have been called up in a country where the right to conscientious objection is fully recognised. 

 

It has been a great pleasure for me to work with Calum on our project on conflict and enlargement 

policy in the Western Balkans. The region has always been very interesting for me, and it was great 

that I could spend a lot of time on the work that the European Union does there, especially in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. I am convinced that this region will one day be a part of the EU and that 

this is the best way to overcome the remaining conflicts and hostilities. Quaker work there can be 

very valuable, since now, twelve years after the end of the cruel wars, there is still a lot to be done 

in the field of reconciliation and further conflict prevention. 

 

I have met a lot of interesting people and benefited a lot from the fact of being based in Brussels, a 

city that I really love. I want to thank the whole staff of QCEA for a wonderful year, especially my 

four roommates, with whom I had a great time! 

 

Lucas Guttenberg 

Programme Assistant July 2007 to June 2008 

 

It is said that all good things must come to an end. I am still not convinced this is necessarily true, 

however in this case it seems to be an appropriate maxim. A good thing it has been. Often where 

there is something good there is someone, or some people to thank. Martina, Liz, Xavier and Neil 

have been wonderful guides, colleagues and house-mates. I am also grateful to my ever patient and 

supportive flatmates, Lucas and Sara. Both of whom have helped make 2008 a special year for me. 

Indeed, I wish everyone associated with QCEA a fond farewell. 
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In one of those curious twists life throws up I began the year presenting areas of QCEA's work to my 

old school in York. It was the first time I had been back since leaving 10 years ago. Besides being a 

proud moment, it was also a good learning experience and I enjoyed seeing all those captivated 

faces ponder the work of QCEA. On my return to Brussels I began in earnest the preliminary 

preparations for the Study Tour. Time flew as European institutions, speakers and people of all ages 

confirmed their participation. Organising the Tour and seeing it through to its completion was yet 

more valuable experience and a lot of fun. Who would not enjoy listening to and then quizzing 

officials from no less than five of Europe's institutions? My advice to anyone reading this who has not 

yet been on a QCEA Study Tour is to book your place on the next one. It’s an un-missable week.  

 

With the Study Tour over and the last piece of feedback digested I was able to turn my undivided 

attention to the project Martina and Liz had assigned me: EU Enlargement in the Western Balkans. I 

began by diving into the rich but turbulent history of the region by selecting my bedtime reading 

appropriately. During the day I ploughed through the Commission’s Enlargement Strategy and my 

mind boggled. It is an incredibly ambitious policy yet largely misunderstood/unexplained. QCEA 

wished to know to what extent the process was assisting the work of grassroots peacebuilders in the 

region and so sent me there to ask. I spent five weeks travelling through Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

Croatia, Serbia and Macedonia. I interviewed 56 peacebuilders over four weeks before enjoying the 

fifth week as a holiday.  

 

I would not have been able to organise such a comprehensive trip were it not for the help of the 

former Quaker Peace and Social Witness peaceworkers Goran Bubalo, Goran Božičević and Zorica 

Trifunović. I owe each of them an enormous debt of gratitude. As I do to QCEA. I am without doubt 

very fortunate to have been given this particular experience and I am aware that most PAs are not 

handed such opportunities. Nonetheless I was happy to be back in Brussels and off the road come 

July! I was eager to get my teeth into the analysis and take on board the previous month’s 

interviews. The fruits of my labour will be available for all to read early January 2009 by way of a 

report that details the issues local peacebuilders in the region are facing and the kind of support 

the EU is providing. 

 

Ever in the background but never too far from the fore has been the European and Middle East 

Young Friends (EMEYF). QCEA gave me the role of secretary for 2008 and in the Spring I met up with 

EMEYFers at the joint EMES/EMEYF Spring Gathering in Vienna. Later, in the autumn, I was at last 

able to meet many characters I had got to know through email. We gathered in Bad Pyrmont, the 

spiritual home of German Quakers, for our annual meeting where I was pleasantly surprised to be 

nominated clerk for the triennial 2009-2012. I am delighted by the faith EMEYF have shown in me 

and I am looking forward to three years of service in which I hope to match the belief they have 

shown in me when carrying out my duties as clerk. It feels good to be a part of a wider Quaker 

community. I am looking forward to our 2009 Spring Gathering which will be held in Damascus, 

Syria.  

 

That said, this year I have felt very much a part of the local Quaker community too. Members and 

attenders of Brussels Meeting have made me feel very welcome. I have been supported, taken out 

for meals, invited to dinner discussion groups and even been given an old town bike! Brussels 

Friends have greatly enriched my year and I wish to thank them for all their kindness and spiritual 

companionship.  

 

I now look to the future with great optimism and confidence. I have learnt many things and gained 

many new skills that I know will be very useful in my next post as a trainee with the Directorate 

General for Enlargement at the European Commission. I will be working in the unit that deals with  
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Bosnia-Herzegovina where I will no doubt apply many of the lessons I have learnt this year. I am 

convinced the Commission’s offer of a traineeship would not have been made were it not for the 

good name of QCEA here in Brussels and the responsibilities they have entrusted me with.  

 

Thank you QCEA for a magic year.  

 

Calum Shaw 

Programme Assistant (January 2008 to January 2009) 

 

It is difficult to understand that a year has past since I started working at QCEA. I have really 

enjoyed my time here and feel that I have gained valuable experience, both for my personal 

development and professionally.  

 

I have had three main responsibilities this year: working on a study of EU mainstreaming conflict 

prevention, organising the conference for QCEA associate members, and being active in the gender, 

peace and security working group of EPLO (the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office). I have also 

kept the website up to date and published the monthly newsletter.   

 

QCEA started to do research on the mainstreaming of conflict prevention in African, Caribbean and 

Pacific countries nearly three years ago. The first phase focused on direct conflict prevention 

measures by the EU, such as security sector reform and disarmament and was carried out by my 

predecessors. My first task was to edit the main report of this phase, as well as the six country case 

studies. It was interesting work and provided a good introduction for my own research in the second 

phase. This part of the research has instead focused on development cooperation in general and 

how the European Commission is mainstreaming conflict prevention here. I have studied the policy 

and country programming, of which most work takes place in the Commission headquarters in 

Brussels, to see what commitments have been made and what mechanisms are in place to 

implement them. To make it more concrete I have used Uganda as an example. The research has 

been very interesting, especially to get the chance to discuss conflict prevention with officials 

working for the Commission in Brussels and in the delegation in Uganda. It was also frustrating at 

times, however, when the information I needed was not accessible, or when officials were not 

interested in being interviewed.  

 

Through the research I found that there are many strong commitments made by the EU concerning 

development and conflict prevention but that the implementation is not enforced. A major 

challenge is that conflict prevention is not included in the EU Consensus for development as a cross-

cutting issue to be mainstreamed, which is the document guiding the Commission’s development 

cooperation. Progress has been made and there are many positive examples where conflict 

prevention is mainstreamed. It seems, however, that these depend to a large extent on the personal 

interests and capacity of individual officials rather than as a result of a clear strategy by the 

Commission. I believe that the findings of the reports can be useful for the work of the Commission. 

In the near future, they are relevant in the review of the financial perspectives that will take place 

in 2009, as well as in the evaluation of conflict prevention that will be carried out within the next 

two years.  

 

In the first weekend of December, QCEA organised its biennial conference for associate members. I 

was responsible for the logistics. I really enjoyed this work - from sending out invitations, keeping 

track of the bookings to distributing and preparing all information needed to the just over 100 

participants. The highlight was of course the conference itself. It was a great experience to organise 
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and plan an event of this scale and then reap the benefits of grateful participants when everything 

went smoothly.  

 

I did not expect that the work with the gender, peace and security group of EPLO would take a lot 

of my time. But then I was elected vice-chair and found myself chairing the group for six months. It 

gave me the chance to influence the work much more and to participate in a lot of meetings with 

people working at the Commission and the Parliament as well as with other NGOs. I have not 

chaired this kind of working group before and I have developed my skills a lot as a result. It has also 

been great to work closely with interesting people from other NGOs and I have learnt a lot from 

their experiences. I think QCEA has a lot to gain from being involved in this kind of working group 

through getting increased chances to advocate for the values we believe in. 

 

I am very grateful that I got the opportunity to spend a year in the Quaker House in Brussels. I have 

learnt a lot about EU policy especially concerning conflict prevention and gender and also feel that I 

have developed my skills of advocacy and public speaking. It has been interesting to be able to 

attend conferences and seminars in the institutions and get a better picture of how they conduct 

their work. The conference provided me with concrete experience in event organisation and made 

me realise that I would like to do similar things in the future.      

 

I would like to thank Liz and Martina as well as all the members of the Council and Bureau for all 

the important work you do. It has been a truly fantastic experience to work with you.     

 

Sara Erlandsson 

Programme Assistant (January 2008 to January 2009)  

 

 

 
The 2008 Staff Team (from left to right): 

Neil Endicott, Martina Weitsch, Calum Shaw, 

Sara Erlandsson, Liz Scurfield, Xavier Verhaeghe 
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TREASURER'S REPORT  

Despite the increased activity detailed on the previous pages of this report, QCEA has at least 
broken even financially. However, the apparent large surplus is mainly due to the transfer into our 
keeping of the H V Wiles fund, value at transfer €222,224,  hitherto held by British Committee, 
which is to be devoted to our Sustainable Energy Security project. The use of this fund to 
exhaustion will necessarily tend towards showing apparent deficits in the accounts of future years. 
 
Receipts were generally well maintained. We are grateful to the European Yearly and Monthly 
Meetings, other meetings and individual Friends and to the trusts and foundations that continue to 
support QCEA in a time of increasing financial stringency.  We are aware of and sensitive to the 
losses suffered in the current financial crisis by our support group in the Netherlands, VVQREA. The 
weakness of the pound against the euro makes support by Friends in sterling currency areas 
particularly challenging.  However, it is such funding that enables QCEA to do all that it does 
towards human rights, peace and economic justice: the work for which QCEA was created and for 
which it is increasing recognized and valued in Europe.  We look forward to maintenance of at least 
the 2008 level of support in 2009.  Do our contributing Meetings know to what good ends their 
contributions are turned?  We urge representatives to report back in detail to their Yearly and 
Monthly Meetings, stressing the value of the Quaker work done in Brussels on their behalf to put 
faith into action and encouraging the maintenance and, if possible, increase of grant aid. 
 
So that the financial support from these sources shall not be dissipated in the necessarily expensive 
refurbishing of the interior of our listed building, the net income from hiring out rooms is being set 
aside for that purpose.  For the last few years we have been building up a House Reserve Fund, as 
shown in the accounts. Hiring income in 2008 was at almost as high a level as in 2007, while the 
bulk of the expenditure is to be expected in 2009 and 2010. 
 
On the expenditure side, I am most appreciative of the dynamic management by the Joint 
Representatives. There has been greater activity, with an additional member of staff. The profile of 
QCEA has been raised by the publication of numerous reports, many of which are quoted as 
authorities by international organizations. All this, and success in a conference run in association 
with Quaker Peace and Social Witness (Britain Yearly Meeting) and the study tour, was accomplished 
with an increase in expenditure of less than 12% compared with 2007.  Expenditure is thus 
substantial but both effective and efficient. This financial efficiency is worthy of particular mention 
to the Meetings and trusts that finance QCEA. 
 
QCEA, as a ‘smaller large charity’, must publish its accounts in accordance with Belgian law. This is 
now undertaken by our former examiner. Our financial statements have been slightly revised. We do 
not need professional examination but are grateful to the Friend who now acts as the examiner of 
QCEA's accounts. 
 
In conclusion, we look confidently to continuing success for QCEA. In defiance of what are 
necessarily pessimistic budgetary projections, we rely on Friends to help QCEA to express their 
witness in Europe. 
 

Tom Heydeman 

Treasurer 
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Statement of Income and Expenditure 2008 2007 

Income € € 

Sale of publications 0 153 

Study Tour  11,050 9,748 

Project related income 8,674 20,190 

Associate Members' Conference 16,589 0 

Hirings 31,483 32,143 

Subscriptions Around Europe 2,472 2,151 

Associate Members 3,410 3,360 

Supporting Members 2,841 3,368 

Donations British Friends 66,432 69,336 

Donations Netherlands Friends 36,240 35,506 

Donations German Friends 5,000 21,560 

Donations Swiss Friends 1,845 1,823 

Donations Belgium and Luxembourg Friends 2,200 3,613 

Donations French Friends 1,543 2,116 

Donations Swedish Friends 2,106 309 

Donations Irish Friends 3,884 2,626 

Donations Danish Friends 268 569 

Donations Norwegian Friends 330 2,025 

Donations other Friends 1,005 1,093 

Trusts and Foundations 58,803 52,193 

Other Donations 223,744 648 

Donations for Quaker House from Britain Yearly Mtg 8,439 6,919 

Donations for Quaker House from Brussels Region  4,027 

Office reimbursements 3,828 3,949 

Travel reimbursements 665 1,411 

Interest 10,905 3,338 

Total Income 503,755 284,174 

Expenditure   

Project Expenditure 21,848 12,968 

Printing and Mailing Publications 6,735 8,151 

Quaker House Renovations 8,157 13,235 

Quaker House Costs 21,463 20,567 

Office Costs 31,436 29,500 

Council Meetings 2,827 4,189 

Staff Costs   

Travel Costs 5,686 8,609 

Staff Salaries and Social Charges 137,427 120,094 

Other Staff Costs, Training Costs and Fees 36,704 27,939 

Taxes, Financial Charges, and Depreciation 8,826 6,127 

Total Expenditure 281,109 251,379 

Balance of Income and Expenditure 222,646 32,795 
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Balance Sheet 

ACTIF (Assets) 2008 2007   PASSIF  (Liabilities)     2008 2007 

ACTIFS IMMOBILISES (Fixed Assets)     PATRIMOINE (au 31.12.2006)  219,676.09 219,676.09 

Matériel Informatique (Computers) 8,724.70 4,605.28   BENEFICE REPORTE (2007 surplus) 32,795.03 32,795.03 

              

ACTIFS CIRCULANTS (Current Assets)     BENEFICE PERIODE EN COURS (2008 surplus) 222,645.54 0.00 

CREANCES (claims)  581.68 0.00   PATRIMOINE TOTAL (au 31.12.2008) 475,116.66 252,471.12 

             

PLACEMENTS DE TRESORERIE (treasury position)    Allocated to following reserves:    

      General reserve   96,519.95 82,523.20 

FORTIS 8,129.13 11,989.05   Designated reserves     

TRIODOS 113,343.50 80,788.56    House reserve  97,135.66 70,375.00 

TRIODOS (fixed term) 355,917.31 155,415.92    Marmotte fund  24,089.71 34,572.92 

BANQUE DE LA POSTE 15,417.34 15,038.00    Wiles Fund   192,371.34 0.00 

CAISSE (petty cash) 1,052.16 871.01    Cash flow reserve  65,000.00 65,000.00 

TOTAL PLACEMENTS DE TRESORERIE 493,859.44 264,102.54    Total designated reserves 378,596.71 169,947.92 

      Total reserves (= Patrimoine total) 475,116.66 252,471.12 

Comptes de régularisation     DETTES (liabilities )      

 (prepayments and accrued income) 0.00 271.82          

       FACTURES A RECEVOIR (Suppliers) 1,132.31 0.00 

       PRECOMPTE PROFESSIONNEL (income tax) 399.67 1,804.25 

       ONSS (employer social charges) 6,702.99 0.00 

       PROVISION PECULES DE VACANCES    

       (Reserve for holiday bonus) 19,814.19 14,704.27 

TOTAL ACTIF   503,165.82 268,979.64   TOTAL PASSIF       503,165.82 268,979.64 

 

Not included in the figures above are: Funds held by the QCEA British Committee as at 31.12.2008 (€ 81 361); Funds held by VVQREA as at 

31.12.2008 (€ 511 955); both these sums are for the benefit of QCEA but managed by independent charities; Funds held by QCEA on behalf of EMEYF 

as at 31.12.2008 (€ 1825) 
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QCEA People in 2008 

Council Members 2008 

Clerk    Bert Touwen (to April 08), Richard Condon (from April 08) 

Assistant Clerk   Judith Kirton-Darling 

Treasurer   Richard Condon (to April 08), Tom Heydeman (From October 08) 

Member of Bureau  Dieter Hartwich 

Member of Bureau  Noël Purcell O’Byrne 

Belgium and Luxembourg MM Vivien Flynn 

Britain YM   Tom Heydeman 

Denmark YM   Hans Aaen 

France YM   Phillip Spencer 

German YM   Lucinda Martin 

Ireland YM   Simon Lamb (to April 2008), Margrit E. Grey (from April 2008) 

Netherlands YM   Peter Spreij 

Norway YM   Penny Heymans 

Sweden YM   Annika Hollsing 

Switzerland YM   Derek Brett 

FWCC/EMES   Marisa Johnson 

FWCC/EMEYF   Julian Weinberg 

QCEA British Committee William Waddilove 

VVQREA    Vacant 

Committees 

Bureau     Finance Committee 

Bert Touwen, Clerk (to April 08)  Neithard Petry, Clerk 

Richard Condon, Clerk (from April 08)  Richard Condon (ex officio to April 08) 

Judith Kirton-Darling, Assistant Clerk  Tom Heydeman (from October 08 ex offico) 

Richard Condon, Treasurer (to April 08)  Marilyn Miles 

Tom Heydeman, Treasurer (from Oct 08) Hennie Jansen 

Hennie Jansen     Helge Moog  

Dieter Hartwich      

Noël Purcell O’Byrne     

Nominations Committee   Staff Team     

Fritz Renken, Clerk (to April 08)   Neil Endicott, Policy Officer (from July 08) 

Lucinda Martin, Clerk (from April 08)  Sara Erlandsson, Programme Assistant 

Hans Aaen      Lucas Guttenberg, Programme Assistant (to June 08) 

Julian Weinberg    Liz Scurfield, Representative 

Anita Wuyts     Calum Shaw, Programme Assistant 

Myfanwy Thomas    Xavier Verhaeghe, Office Manager 

      Martina Weitsch, Representative 

      Helen Leech, Volunteer (July – Sept 08) 

      Irene Mathieu, Volunteer (Sept – Oct 08) 
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QCEA working with European Quaker Peace and Service Committees 
 

 
 

 

  

 

The annual EMES Quaker Peace and Service Consultation took place in 

November 2008 in Kortenberg in Belgium – QCEA participates each year in this 

Consultation to ensure that its work is well connected with the concerns of 

European Yearly Meetings 



 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will not tire of declaring that if we really want an effective end to violence we must remove the 
violence that lies at the root of all violence: structural violence, social injustice, exclusion of 
citizens from the management of the country, repression. All this is what constitutes the primal 
cause, from which the rest flows naturally. 

Archbishop Oscar Romero 
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