
The European Union is trying to pull together the 
fragmented energy policies of its 27 Member States 
into a single, unified strategy. Reminiscent of the 
Schuman Declaration 60 years ago this year, the 
European Commission communicated its energy 
priorities for the next decade in early November. 
Building up towards an Energy and Innovation EU 
Summit in February next year, the Energy 2020 
strategy prioritises competitive, sustainable and 
secure energy.

In addition to a raft of other communicated 
initiatives, concerning everything 
from off-shore drilling to energy 
efficiency, a European policy 
conference was organised in 
November concerning the 
opportunities and constraints of 
Europe's emergent energy 
"revolution". Coming a week after the 
launch of Energy 2020, and with 
sessions on Energy Infrastructure, the 
Caspian Region and Renewables, the 
conference was buzzing with 
expectation.

Unfortunately, and as the moderator 
quipped in closing, "most of the 
debate today owes more to the 20th 
Century than the 21st," adding:

"It would appear that technological developments, 
are racing ahead of policy. If we're not careful, a co-
ordinated response to Europe's energy revolution will 
be impossible, and the consequences ungovernable."

Much was also made of the "the age of cheap oil is 
over", the nature of previous European revolutions 
(Russian, French) and how elites (read as: big 
companies) must this time be part of the solution, 
and interestingly: "time has already passed the 
Southern Corridor by".

Although Turkmen Deputy Prime Minister Baymyrad 
Hojamuhamedov pledged to supply natural gas for the 
planned Nabucco pipeline the following day, the mood 

of the panellists was perhaps best summed up by, 
"who is talking, and who is doing!?" Moreover, the 
speakers thought that: 

"Turkey - an increasingly dissatisfied, self-assured 
and eastward-looking Turkey - is the elephant in the 
room no one is talking about."

"The Russia-Georgia war in 2009 changed the 
geopolitics [of the Southern Corridor countries] 
completely. Georgia is the bottleneck."

That's not to say the panellists were completely 
unguarded, and the conference banality-free, but 
such frankness was refreshing. Particularly as the 
biggest obstacle to sustainability is still consumer 
demand (the other great-unspoken).

Energy efficiency, and small-scale innovation, isn't as 
sexy as the prestige infrastructure projects so 
beloved by politicians, but given that a 20 per cent 
energy efficiency saving is equivalent to fourteen 
Nabucco pipelines, we've seriously got to consider our 
priorities, and the necessary actions that will bring 
about genuine sustainability.

Energy efficiency offers many benefits for home-
owners, tenants and housing associations, including 
more energy-efficient buildings (warmer), an 
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attractive residential environment (better), and 
significant cost savings for users (cheaper). And to the 
Commission's credit, the first priority of the Energy 
2020 strategy is energy efficiency. However, the 
document failed to impress some policy-makers:

"The Commission only vaguely deals with energy 
effeciency and savings and would seem to prefer 
delaying win-win measures that could be 
implemented now," said Green MEP Claude Turmes.

Poul Nyrup Rasmussen, president of the Party of 
European Socialists labelled the strategy a "charter 
for traditional energy use".

It is an important time to be advocating sustainable 
energy security at a European level, particularly in 
the lead-up to concrete developments at the Energy 
and Innovation Summit in February - at present, 
Energy 2020 is just a jumble of rhetoric (see the 
graphic on page 1, which simply illustrates the 
relative frequency of words used in the Commission's 
communication - you're not suppose to be able to read 
every word).

"It is no longer a question of vain words but 
of a bold, constructive act." -Robert 

Schuman, 9 May 1950

Paul Parrish

"If we're not careful, a co-
ordinated response to Europe's 

energy revolution will be 
impossible, and the 

consequences ungovernable."

On Wednesday 17 November, QCEA hosted the launch 
of David Cronin’s book ‘Europe’s Alliance with Israel: 
Aiding the Occupation’. 
David is a journalist 
specialising in European 
politics who, having written 
for publications including 
the Guardian, the Wall 
Street Journal Europe and 
European Voice, has turned 
his attention to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict in recent 
years.

The book launch drew over 
forty friends, colleagues and 
campaigners from Brussels 
and beyond. David 
welcomed his guests before 
presenting his position that 
the EU’s governments have 
accommodated Israel’s 
occupation of Palestinian 
territories through 
economic, scientific, and 
diplomatic consent and 
cooperation. 

Two particular examples 
David quotes in his book are 
worth citing here. The EU’s Euromed Heritage 
programme has been allocated €13.5 million between 

2008 and 2012. One beneficiary of this programme is 
the Israeli Antiquities Authority, who is assessing the 

archaeological value of the 
Silwan area of East 
Jerusalem in order to 
extend the City of David 
Park, which would involve 
the expulsion of 1500 
Palestinians from their 
homes. Secondly, an EU 
project under the 
European Security Research 
Programme (see article in 
previous issue, AE 326), 
lists Motorola Israel as one 
of the beneficiaries, noted 
by the Israel Defense Sales 
Directory 2009-10 as the 
‘leading Israeli company in 
developing and 
manufacturing a wide 
range of electronic fuses 
for aircraft and bombs and 
guided munitions’. 
Components like these 
have been used in 
operations such as Cast 
Lead in Gaza, among 
others. These examples, 
perhaps little known, are 

small pieces in a puzzle of cooperation and consent 
that David weaves together throughout his book.
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It is snowing in Stockholm. The radio is playing ABBA 
(no, I'm not making this up) as I am slowly sipping my 
coffee. I am as far away from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) as you can get. Until May this 
year I worked with the Congolese police in Eastern 
DRC, but in my mind I am still there. 

DRC has a dark history, of war, violence and abuse. 
International forces, national leaders, private 
enterprises and foreign kings have throughout history 
taken what they wanted and committed grave 
atrocities against the people. Periods of relative 
stability have followed periods of conflict. The 

international 
community 
arrived with a 
mandate to 
keep a fragile 
peace for the 
first time just 
after 
independence 
in the 1960s 
and again in 
the late 1990s. 
But conflict 
and insecurity 
have prevailed. 

A local parliamentarian in Eastern DRC once told me 
that Radio Okapi is the only good thing that the 
international community has done for his country. I 
am sure he was exaggerating to make his point. But 
the radio is good, and is working well, which can't be 
said for much else in this conflict-ridden place. Radio 
Okapi was set up in 2002 by the UN-mission together 
with the Swiss NGO Fondation Hirondelle in order to 
inform the people of what is happening around the 
country. It is used as a news channel but also as an 

educational tool and for entertainment, and has 
weekly emissions on topics such as politics, health, 
education, justice, human rights and music (and yes, 
I have heard it play ABBA). The radio broadcasts in 
four national 
languages (Lingala, 
Swahili, Tshiluba 
and Kikongo) as 
well as French, in 
order to reach as 
many as possible. It 
has the possibility 
to have up to 20 
million listeners.  It 
has a huge impact 
since it gives 
people access to 
information even in 
remote areas, in a 
country with a very 

His address was followed by a set of questions on 
issues such as the focus of boycott, divestment and 
sanctions (BDS) activity, awareness of the issues 
among European citizens and his research for the book.

John Nicholls

The book can be purchased from Pluto Press at 
www.plutobooks.com as well as from major retailers
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Still in Darkness - continuing challenges in the DRC

"how do you fight 
impunity when there 

is only one judge 
available in an area 

twice the size of 
Belgium? How do you 

protect civilians 
when the military is 

neither paid nor fed?''
"A local 

parliamentarian 
in Eastern DRC 

once told me that 
Radio Okapi is the 

only good thing 
that the 

international 
community has 

done for his 
country."

QCEA has established a system of action 
alerts through an email database. It will 
send regular updates on actions Friends 
and readers can take, such as writing to 
their MEPs. If you would like to be put on 
this list, which will include action alerts 
on this issue and others QCEA works on, 

please email mweitsch@qcea.org

United Nations troops in North Kivu



weak infrastructure. 

The UN-mission is still present in DRC, and does a lot 
of other things apart 
from the radio in order 
to stabilize the 
country. But how do 
you fight impunity 
when there is only one 
judge available in an 
area twice the size of 
Belgium? How do you 
protect civilians when 
the military is neither 
paid nor fed? They are 
armed, so of course 
they will eat. How do 
you fight corruption 
when police and local 
civil servants, when 
paid, have a salary of 
$30 a month? They too 
need to live. How much 
can the international 
community do and 
what needs to be done by the government?

This year DRC has again received a lot of attention in 
international media particularly concerning the grave 
sexual violence committed against the country's 
women and children. NGOs have been reporting on 
the issue for a very long time, but finally the alarm is 
also being raised from within the UN-system. Earlier 
this year Margot Wallström was appointed the 
Secretary General's Special Representative on Sexual 

Violence in Conflict. Since then she has visited DRC 
several times and strongly criticized both the UN-
mission and the Congolese government for not doing 

enough to end the 
violence. The head of 
the UN-mission has 
responded that she is 
right; that the mission 
needs to change how 
it works specifically 
concerning the 
protection of civilians 
and that it is indeed 
unacceptable that 
mass rapes could 
occur just 30 kms 
away from a UN camp. 
One can only hope 
that he remains true 
to his word: that 
systems really are 
changed and that the 
UN increases its 
pressure on the 
national government 

to live up to its commitments- for the sake of the 
Congolese women, men and children. 

Sara Erlandsson, former programme 
assistant at QCEA

FARDC soldiers (the national army). Part of the 
problem but also part of the solution.
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